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> By DAvip ieneea “terintelligence joe nees ae many years, . is without wilestion ihe best iitroduction ta: . 
“Let's get on with it.” . -. (. “rose to become the No. 3 man at the Bur -- the CLA (whose brief, 30-year history is en-- 
According to’'Thomas Powers in his new -; reau, and finally left in 1972 alter a bitter compassed almost completely within Mr. 
book, “'The Man Who Kept the Secrets,” - _ feud with then-director J. Edgar Hoover. - Helms’s career} that has yet been written. 
that phrase was characteristic of Richard ~ Mr. Sullivan's mental torments are clear |. Mr, Sullivan’s meandering book, in con- 
Helms, former director of Central Intelli- | -~-between the lines of “The Bureau,” a book — trast, should be skipped. It adds a few new 
gence. The pragmatic Mr. Helms, as his ©. j i |. :@etails to the history of Mr, Hoover's auto- 
biographer makes clear, had little. use: for cratic: regime-at the FBI, but little to.a- 
spy fantasies. And if. the: CIA director’s reader’s understanding of why such terti- 
‘Bragmatism makes him appear, in retro- ble things were.allowed to happen...(The- 
Spect, something’ of a bureaucrat, it also answer,-in part,-is surely that for edocs : = 


‘helped him remain a‘sane and. reasonable men like Mr. Subi au were afraid to. speak 
man in & business that drove- many of. his see aces 
colleagues to-distraction. .::° ; 

_ Anyone who-has tried," 

vto plumbs 1 the: 


esti ‘eaders: “it: did: so on orders from. 
WS Presidents or with their be atlgrie 


s he refused torallow Mr? Nixen.to-use 4 
the CLA to cover up the Watergate scandal. | 


The: ‘Man Who: Selaaeres 


=" Richard: ‘Helms. ang the CTA: #3°Mr,- Powers offers « considerable .. evi- + 


‘dence to-support these arguments; but in-*: 
- .terestingly, none .of it appears ta-have : 

-. come from Mr. Helms himself. The formers 
= CIA director, it seems, is still keeping. the. | 

“= secrets and protecting, Presidents—even. at. : 
rganizing coups. And he let others wran-- - 7 
¥ ple over what Mr. Powers calls the “ep 2°. es : 
.. istemological" ae of intelligence— ee i ur: pa iirites about “Intelligence : 
matters: for thes, {Journal's ‘Washington : 


ar’ 

Let's get:on with, its The conundrums of in-' 
telligences are- so. _ strange. -and. seductive: 
that they:leave the investigator unprepared. 
for the greatest secret of'all:. At the core of: 
., intelligence~instead ‘ of ‘the: hard: rock 
‘fact—there often is only the vaporous’ mis: 
of Uncertainty. : 

oA ClAgagent, disap ppears. in-Vienna,:and‘ 
four: years. later, an-attorney: working -al- 
“mest fulltime on the .case;: with abundan 
help. from they CIA, cis: still: uncertain 
whether. the man-Is dead or alive: whethe: 
he’s in the hands of the Russians; or some-j : 


“enemy... a 
2 Mr. Helms was a mane, He saw hisj *"* 
b as taking the heat~for Presidents’ and‘ 
.the dirty work that lay behind their grand’ 
Anternational designs, and. for the some- 
. mes-crazy schemes of his subordinates at. 
ithe CIA, Richard Helms. ‘protects them 


This "managerial commitment. to- se" 
recy. ultimately got. Mr. Helms into sert- 
ous legal trouble: ‘yr 1970, he had been or-~ 
‘dered by President’ Nixon to prevent; by: 
- whatever means necessary, the election of: 
- Salvador’ Allende as President of Chile;: 
“when questioned about the resulting covert ! 
‘campaign by a Senate’ committee in 1973, 
he lied. Later, in the new world of govern= 
ment.ethics that had been created by Wa-: 
‘tergate, Mr. Helms pleaded no contest toa. 
criminal charge Stemming from this fe 
‘testimo: > a 


© anothers former. ClAzagen oe 
_ ously in his living room,: chain-smoking,/é as 


Soviet.‘defectors: may: have’ told” the« CIA 
“about: him; -he- isn’t. a-Soviet.double-agent. 
_ is he lying? It takes months to Tealize tha 
nobody atthe CIA or the FBl really knows 
..- Suchintrigues of espionage, and the: ba 
” reancratic- infighting that’.inevitably “ac 

. companied’ them, ‘swept .up- many. of: Mr 
oe Sole, fellow intelligence officers: Frank.‘ 
Wisner, ‘for example,;. was-a. fabled CIA of: 

. ficer whe directed the agency's clandestin 
service during the-1950s: Between Mr. Wis- 

_ her’s jaunts-abroad to help topple govern: 
‘ ments, his¢wife would. host..the most: ele+ 
gant: dinner parties. ix: Washington.!:Mr. 
. Wisner. worked . himself. into‘-a * nervous 
. breakdown, .and he> “finally. preter 
‘ with a shotgun in 1965.) 7% <2 Nes QE Site a. former” wire-service: reporter, . but -he’ss 
The intelligence business, and the: In also capable’ of stunning, lyrical passages: 


‘ghee nk aR Malas ezonarverash 


TPM eae Me aeRO bw Be SRA. eed Ae , ters. His book is-a pleasure to read, and it 


ike 


"Mr. Powers: takes a ‘asl y ‘sympa 

thetic view toward the CIA. He believes 
that the U.S. needs a spy service, and that. 
a spy service is useless unless it can pro 
tect its secrets.. Thus his respect for Mr... 
Helms, who surely must be flattered by the. 
title Mr. Powers chose for his book. « “ 1 
Mr. Powers writes. with the precision of 


